[Verification of the diagnosis of Buerger's disease in outpatients].
The aim of the paper was to estimate the correctness of thromboangiitis obliterans (TAO) diagnosis in ambulatory patients. 99 patients with initial diagnosis of TAO selected from 3137 outpatients, have been examined in consulting unit for vascular diseases, from 1996 to 1998. Burger's disease has been diagnosed in 26 patients in accordance with Shionoya's criteria. Applying the point scoring system suggested by Papa et al., certain diagnosis could be made in 21 patients and probable on in 3 patients. Of the remaining patients, it is interesting to note that manual examination revealed absence of pulsation at femoral and popliteal arteries in 60% of patients and 42% of patients demonstrated atherosclerosis risk factors. On the other hand superficial thrombophlebitis and Raynaud's phenomenon have been rarely diagnosed in 5 and 18% respectively.